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The legal system has developed 
different approaches to interact with 
technological changes (“response 
patterns”):

– Subsumption, i.e. application of 
old rules to new phenomenon 
(default approach)

– Gradual responses over time 
– Innovation, i.e. enactment of new 

law (legislator) or introduction of 
new doctrines (courts)
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par·a·digm shift
noun

noun:  paradigm shift; plural noun: paradigm shifts

a fundamental change in approach or underlying 
assumptions.

Origin
1970s: term used in the writings of Thomas S. 
Kuhn (1922–96), philosopher of science.
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